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 How to Reach Us 
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Colorado Springs, CO 80909  

(719) 634-7046 

www.stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org 

E-mail: stpaulscs@comcast.net 

Like us on Facebook: St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church- Colorado Springs, CO 

St. Paul’s December’s mission is… 

Christmas Unlimited. A local charity, Christmas Unlimited’s 
mission is to provide material and emotional support to 
families in need through their school supply and holiday gifts 
programs. They also assist youth to achieve a positive self  
image through a mentoring and work skills program. 

Annually, 250 volunteers contribute nearly 14,000 hours of  
service. In the holiday gifts program, volunteers assist the 
adults in qualified families select gifts for their children in a 
welcoming, store-like atmosphere. This helps the adults 
enhance their self-esteem, empowering them as parents and 
caregivers.  

Since 1923, Christmas Unlimited has been “helping children 
believe in the magic of  Christmas, and adults in the kindness 
of  the human spirit.” You can help Christmas Unlimited by 
making a cash donation or a new or gently used toy donation. 
Contributions of  board games, sporting goods, building sets 
(Legos, Mega blocks), dolls, action figures, car sets, arts and 
crafts items, bikes with 16” or 20” wheels, scooters or wagons 
are always appreciated. 

  
Monetary donations are greatly appreciated and may be 
made by clicking on the Online Giving link on St. Paul’s 
website. Or, simply mail a check to the office, including 
“December Mission” in the memo line. Drop off  toys at  
Christmas Unlimited at 2204 East 
Boulder.  
Or please call Chuck Miller and he 
will pick them up from the church 
parking lot. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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Advent and Christmas always sneak up on me. It doesn’t mater how I plan for it. It gets 
here before I’m really ready. Some years, I have watched the calendar. This year, I have 
an app on my phone that counts down the days. Just the other day, my daughter asked 
how many days until Christmas. I glanced down at the app to see that it said 65 days. 
Today as I write this the app says “33 DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS”, but also 3 days 
until thanksgiving and 6 days until the first Sunday in Advent. Each year, I feel totally 
unprepared.  

I have to remind myself:  

It’s ok to not be ready.  

The season is all about waiting, preparing, and getting ready.  

The story of God’s people is a story of those who have waited for generations, who have prepared themselves for 
what is to come, who have been patient even though the task proved challenging.  

Much like planting a seed and waiting for it to spring up, the season we enter is about the anticipation of the joy to 
come.  

 So if you are like me and you’re not ready yet: that’s ok.  

If you’re not like me and you already hung lights, put up a tree and you’re just waiting for the day to arrive: that’s 
ok.  

 As we enter this new month, new season, and new year in the Christian calendar (beginning in Advent), be ok. 
Wait. Prepare. The Lord is coming. God’s ways will be revealed. What has been planted will spring forth and bear 
fruit in God’s time. Prepare the way of the Lord this Advent and may God bless you in this preparatory season of 
waiting.  

 

 

Rev. David Petty 
St. Paul's United Methodist Church 
2111 Carlton Ave, Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
Office: (719) 634-7046 
Mobile: (719) 337-9421 
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It’s December and the church’s Advent season has begun. Christmas trees and 
decorations in some stores have been available to purchase since September. 

Some churches have begun their attempt to steer Christians away from the 
commercialism of the holiday season with slogans on the meaning of Christmas; 
“Christmas begins with Christ”, “Focus on Jesus”, “Jesus is the Reason for the 
Season.” 

Some of us are in the middle of shopping for Christmas presents in stores and online 
while others are watching the Hallmark channel as they watch heartwarming movies, 
thankful that they purchased their Christmas presents back in the summer.  

Let’s admit it, Christmas can be fun and meaningful as we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, Emanuel, God with us. I want to make it clear that for the most part I believe 

there is plenty of room to celebrate both the religious and the secular aspects of Christmas, I do believe that both 
are often guilty of excess as they celebrate the holiday. 

Many likely agree with me that some of us go a little overboard during Christmas. For example, we might buy gifts 
that we can’t afford, sometimes extending their credit card debt beyond what might be advisable. True 
confessions, in the past I have spent more money on Christmas gifts than I should have! 

I wonder how many agree with my belief that the church can also be guilty of overdoing its celebration of 
Christmas. Surely, some would believe my statement puts me in the category of being a heretic. How can we, the 
church, overdue celebrating the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ? 

Before you begin looking for another Associate Pastor, I want to make some clarifications. I don’t believe that we 
should end our church traditions of decorating our sanctuary with Christmas decorations and singing Christmas 
hymns. I don’t believe we should stop having a Christmas Eve service. I do believe that our church and many 
Christian churches need to intentionally maintain a proper perspective between the birth of Jesus and His death 
and resurrection. 

Of course, both the observance of Jesus’ birth and His resurrection are important, but do they have the same 
significance, or is one more important than the other? I believe that the observance of Easter is far more 
significant than our observance of Christmas. This does not diminish in the slightest the significance of when 
Jesus, God in the flesh, entered into the world.  

Yet, it is interesting that only two books in the New Testament speak of the birth of Jesus, Matthew and Luke, 
with each book devoting only two chapters to the birth of Jesus never to speak of it again. All 4 Gospels, with a 
combined total of 28 chapters, have accounts of the Passion of Christ which began with His entry into Jerusalem, 
the city where he would be crucified. Four chapter on Jesus’ birth verses 28 chapters on his death and resurrection. 
I believe the writers of the Gospels and other books of the New Testament are sending us a message as to what 
our priorities should be, that through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are given the power to defeat sin and death, 
enabling us to enter God’s kingdom for all eternity. That’s the Good News! 

Let’s keep celebrating Christmas in all the ways that are meaningful to each of us with one change, let’s add a cross 
to the manger scene to remind each of us of how a baby grew up to be savior of all humankind. 

You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 

       Luke 1:14 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

                                 1 Peter 1:3 

~Donnie 

A Message from 
Pastor Donnie 

Thank you to the Fletcher’s, the Fredell’s and the Thom’s for helping with Fellowship Time in November. A new 
sign-up sheet for January – March, 2022 will be out in December. Please sign-up for a month to help out with 
Fellowship serving and clean-up(this usually only takes about 20 minutes). 

https://dailyverses.net/1-peter/1/3


Blue Christmas December 21, 2021 at 6:00pm 
 

Christmas is supposed to be a time of joy and a time to be with family and friends. 

Right? Yet, we all know that our Christmas experience isn’t always the joyful time of 

year that our culture, both religious and societal, expects for us to have. Sometimes, 

recent and past losses of someone we love saps the joy of the season. Other times, we 

might have experienced an unwanted transition in our lives that separate us from the 

joy of the Christmas season. Join us for our Blue Christmas service on December 21 at 

6pm. This service is a time when we are given “permission” to acknowledge our sor-

row in a time when we are often expected to feel joy. By doing so, it can help us make 

a space for both grief and joy during this Christmas season. The service will be both in 

person and on Zoom. 

Blue Christmas St. Paul's UMC is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89555274295?pwd=eHRQY0lRWjROeWNvRjlueXNvbVRxdz09  
Meeting ID: 895 5527 4295  
Passcode: 713149  
Dial by your location  
    +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)      +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)      +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)  
    +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)      +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)      +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  
Meeting ID: 895 5527 4295  
Passcode: 713149  
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc8Air5voX  

Rent-A-Poinsettia 

Transforming our beautiful sanctuary into a beautiful Christmas sacred space is 
something we look forward to every year. In the past, you have had the opportunity to 
purchase a poinsettia for the sanctuary décor in memory or honor of a loved one.  

For various reasons, we have transitioned to silk poinsettias to use for decorations 
during the Christmas season. While there is no longer the opportunity to purchase a 
poinsettia to remember or recognize someone special, you can, however, choose to 
donate to RENT-A-POINSETTIA this season. (Suggested donation amount, $20) Your 
donation will go to support St. Paul’s December mission, Christmas Unlimited, and help one of the oldest 
charitable organization in the Pikes Peak region fulfill their mission: To provide material and emotional support to 
families in need through our school supply and holiday gift programs, while assisting youth to achieve a positive 
self-image through our mentoring and work skills opportunities.  

With your donation, complete a RENT-A-POINSETTIA form. Your loved one will be mentioned in the 
December 22nd bulletin. Turn your donation and form into the offering plate during worship, or in the church 
office, no later than December 15th.  

Order Form 

Your Name:_______________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:____________________________________________________ 

Color and Number of Silk Poinsettias: _________Red  _________  White 

In Memory of:___________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of:____________________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed:__________________ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89555274295?pwd=eHRQY0lRWjROeWNvRjlueXNvbVRxdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc8Air5voX


 
5:30pm - Family and Children's Service: 
Come All Ye Families of all shapes and sizes. Join us for a fun, family-friendly Christmas Eve service. 
Every element of this service has been designed with families and kids in mind (whether you’re 1 or 99). We 
will sing familiar Christmas songs, watch a video or two explaining the Christmas story and then we will 
become the Christmas story with an "Instant Nativity" staring YOU! Crying babies and kids running up and 
down the aisles are welcome. The more the merrier. 
 
7:00pm - A Service of Lessons and Carols – Come all for the service where we pull out all the stops! 
We will have the organ, piano, choir, bells, and more! This traditional Christmas Eve service consists of 
scripture, music, and a message of hope. We will end the service by lighting candles and lifting them high 
as we celebrate that the light of Christ has come into the world at Christmas. If you are looking for the 
"Classic" Christmas Eve Service, this is for you. For those with small children, childcare will be provided. 
 
 
11:00pm Candlelight, Communion, and Closeness. – Join us late Friday night for an intimate 
Christmas Eve service that will end at Midnight on Christmas morning. There is something that words 
can’t capture about leaving the church knowing that Christmas Day has arrived. So if you’re still awake, 
join us at 11pm. The service is small, but the impact is big. 
 
 
 
Livestream – If you can’t make it in person, we invite you to join us live using the following links for the 
services: 
 
Topic: 5:30 pm December 24th Family Eve Service 
Time: Dec 24, 2021 05:30 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85464401500?pwd=c1B5QkRhQkcwVUQ1b3lUanJlelpGUT09 
Meeting ID: 854 6440 1500  Passcode: 986535 
 
Topic: 7:00pm A Service of Lessons and Carols 
Time: Dec 24, 2021 07:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86576233533?pwd=djJyWHNiV0lUSWxDUWU3bU9mT3hIZz09 
Meeting ID: 865 7623 3533  Passcode: 366778 
 
Topic: 11:00pm Candlelight, Communion and Closeness 
Time: Dec 24, 2021 11:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87165509020?pwd=MXJmeWpnTTlxbFM2MjZtRjdoaXFvQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 871 6550 9020  Passcode: 306534 



UMW at our Nov. 10th meeting decorated Christmas stockings for the girls 
at Future Bound. We had a speaker from the Assistance League who talked 
about one of their programs that works with the police and provides 
clothing for those who have been the victims of a crime and have had to 
leave their clothing with the police as evidence. Members of UMW brought 
in new clothing donations. In Dec. on Dec. 8th we will have our Christmas 
luncheon at the Red Lobster on Academy at 11am. We will not have a 
general meeting in Dec. 

The Mitten Tree will be 
placed in the Narthex for 
your offerings of hats, 
scarves and gloves. 

We will be collecting coats for 
Springs Rescue Mission. A box 
will be located in the narthex. 

Christmas Concert  
December 19, 2021 at 3:00pm at the church. 
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 December Birthdays! 

1st 
Gerry Cooper 
Bobby Fowler 

2nd 
Judy Reither 

6th 
Norma Pardun 

8th 
Tom Porter 

9th 
Patrick Ford 

12th 
Wayne Mowery 

13th 
Sue Hilty 

15th 
Jayme Pfahl 

18th 
Gayle Myers 

19th 
Doris Carroll 
Amy Kruse 

20th 
Awana Stauffer 

23rd 

Bill Ewell 
Dick Wood 

24th 
Ginny Fredell 

Jeannie Gibson 
25th 

Linda Granger 

Michael & Barbara Newberry 
December 19, 1964 
57 Years 
 
Doug & Sharon Johnson 
December 19, 1970 
51 Years 
 
John & Jackie Fletcher 
December 20, 1970 
51 Years 
 

James & Beth Ford 
December 21, 2017 
4 Years 
 
Bob & Donna Rickett 
December 27, 2019 
2 Years 
 
Bob & Sue Hilty 
December 28, 1963 
58 Years 
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Sermon Q & A 
Have you ever had a question for the pastor after hearing a sermon? Have you ever wanted to explore the topic of 

a sermon in more detail? Have you ever believed that the pastor was wrong about something in the sermon? 

Beginning January 2, every Sunday after fellowship time, all who have questions for the pastor about the sermon 

will have the opportunity to engage in conversation. Join us each Sunday for Sermon Q & A. This gathering will be 

different from what most people think of Sunday school. It will be more of a roundtable format where all 

questions and conversation is welcome and no one has all the answers Join the conversation in person or on 

Zoom. Who knows where the conversations will take us? 

FAITH COMMUNITY HEALTH MINISTRY  
 Christmas and celebrations are just around the corner, but still much concern about flu and Covid. Perhaps 
some discussion about treatment and feeling better during these winter challenges including colds will help.   

3 GOLDEN RULES 
Besides medicine, there are three things you can do right at home to make you feel better.  

1. EAT- your body needs energy to fight the cold or flu virus. If you’ve lost your appetite, try eating simple foods 
like white rice or chicken noodle soup! 
2. DRINK LOTS OF FLUIDS – But avoid drinks like coffee and colas as they contain caffeine that can dehydrate 
you!  
3. Rest – getting a good nights’ sleep will do wonders for your mind and body. 
 
 For chest congestion: Expectorants such as guaifenesin work by thinning the mucus in the air passages and 
making it easier to clear the airways.  
 Antibiotics vs. antiviral medications: Under normal circumstances, your doctor won’t prescribe antibiotics since 
both the cold and all flus are viral infections. Antibiotics only treat bacterial infections. Sometimes the cold and flu 
can lead to bacterial infections in the ears, sinuses, throat, or chest. If one of these complications occurs, then an 
antibiotic is often prescribed.  
 
The more common treatment for the flu is an antiviral medication. It can shorten the duration of the flu 
symptoms; however, they must be taken within 48 hours of onset.  The goal is to inhibit the virus from spreading 
while minimizing the symptoms. There is no one treatment that entirely cures the flu but there are plenty of 
medicines you can take for additional relief and add healthy habits to practice at home.  

PARISH NURSES  
 

The Parish Nurses plan to resume our Blood Pressure Clinic on the first and third Sunday of the month. December 
might be a challenge to that schedule as there are many other activities happening as well so watch the Sunday 
Bulletin for updates. Blood pressure control is very important to your heart health so come and down and get 
yours checked.  
 
On that note, if there are others in the congregation that have been trained to take blood pressures, just talk with 
Barbara Newberry or Madge Burbach and we will welcome you aboard. Plan to start updating the bulletin board 
with health information and keep good info handouts on the welcome table.  



Schedule of 
Weekly In 
Person & 
Online 
Events 

 Sunday 
 9:30a Worship 
10:30a Fellowship      
    Time 
11:00a Sunday   
    School 

 

 Monday  
6:30p Jubilee Bells 
7:00p Vocal Fusion 

 

 Tuesday 
     
 

 Wednesday 
 8:30a Wednesday 

Morning Bible   
   Study  

 6:00p Cub Scouts 
 7:00p Sanctuary  

   Choir 
  

 Thursday  
9:30a Friendship   
   Bible Study 
7:00p Nightingale 
   Trio 

 

 Friday 
 
 Saturday  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 29 
 
7:00p 
Christmas 
Chorus 
Concert 

30 1 2 3 
Family 
Christmas 
Event 
5:30p –7:30p 

4 

5 
 
Blood Pressure 
Clinic 

6 7 8 9 10 
 
Pikes Peak 
Ringers 
Concert 
7:00pm 
 

11 
12-4p 
Waddill 
Hall  
Reserved 
Birthday 
Party 

12 13 14 
 
DKG 5-8 
Waddill Hall 
& Sanctuary 

15 16 17 18 
 
9:00a Vocal 
Fusion 
Recording 
 
Bell 
rehearsal 
12:00p  
 
Church 
Conference 
12:00p pot 
luck 
 
1:00p 
Conference 

19 
 
Blood Pressure 
Clinic 
 
2:00p Vocal 
Fusion Concert 

20 21 22 23 24 
Christmas Eve 
Services 
 
5:30p  
7:00p 
11:00p 

25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

2021 

Rachel on Vacation  
Dec. 25—Jan. 2 



The CC deadline is the 15th of each month, unless otherwise noted. For 
more information contact the Church office at 634-7046. We reserve the 
right to edit and condense submissions for publication.  

St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

2111 Carlton Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

Email: stpaulscs@comcast.net 

Grounded in Tradition, Growing in 
Faith 

Phone: 719-634-7046 
Fax: 719-634-4752 
Visit us on the web:  
stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org 

Place Label Here 

Advent Study  
The Redemption of Scrooge 
by Matt Rawle 
Is redemption possible for Ebenezer Scrooge? Pastor and author Matt Rawle believes so as he discovers 
the teachings of Jesus in the words of the Charles Dickens classic A Christmas Carol. Rawle dives deep into 
the dark, sad, greedy world of Scrooge and discovers a man in dire need of a second chance. Along with 
Scrooge, we meet the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Future and in the process learn about living 
with and for others in a world blessed by Jesus. Rediscover and reinvigorate your Christian faith this 
Advent and Christmas season and look at this familiar classic through the lens of faith. Join in-person or 
on Zoom in this fascinating 4-week Advent study beginning November 28th at 11am after fellowship time. 
Contact Donnie for a book or if you want him to have a book sent to your home. 
 
Topic: Advent Study 
Time: Nov 28, 2021 11:00 AM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
    Every week on Sun, until Dec 19, 2021, 4 occurrence(s) 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZYrf-2upzkrEt2aJ7KGp5myxvfgizT73aVH/ics?
icsToken=98tyKuGqqDMuHN2XsRGORpwQBIqgLO7xmHpcj7cPnTWyKAdDNw7vLvRENbtlJI-D 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82684692189?pwd=S1hoKzd6M1lQZ3VEQkFSNTBQT0pqUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 826 8469 2189 
Passcode: 015412 
 


