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St. Paul’s December’s mission is… 

Christmas Unlimited. A local charity, Christmas Unlimited’s 
mission is to provide material and emotional support to families 
in need through their school supply and holiday gifts programs. 
They also assist youth to achieve a positive self  image through a 
mentoring and work skills program. 

Annually, 250 volunteers contribute nearly 14,000 hours of  
service. In the holiday gifts program, volunteers assist the adults 
in qualified families select gifts for their children in a welcoming, 
store-like atmosphere. This helps the adults enhance their self-
esteem, empowering them as parents and caregivers. During the 
holiday season, more than 3,600 children each receive $35.00 
worth of  gifts. 

Since 1923, Christmas Unlimited has been “helping children 
believe in the magic of  Christmas, and adults in the kindness of  
the human spirit.” You can help Christmas Unlimited by making 
a cash donation or a new or gently used toy donation. 
Contributions of  board games, sporting goods, building sets 
(Legos, Mega blocks), dolls, action figures, car sets, arts and 
crafts items, bikes with 16” or 20” wheels, scooters or wagons 
are always appreciated. 
  
Monetary donations are greatly appreciated and may be 
made by clicking on the Online Giving link on St. Paul’s 
website. Or, simply mail a check to the office, including 
“December Mission” in the memo line. Drop off  toys at  
Christmas Unlimited at 2204 East Boulder.  
Or please call Chuck Miller and he will pick them up from 
the church parking lot. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Mission Statement 
The mission of St. Paul's United Methodist Church is to enable people to 
see the light, receive the light, share the light of Jesus Christ.  
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Pastor’s Ponderings  

I have been doing a bit of research today. Researching for Sunday’s 
sermon. Researching for inspiration for Advent devotionals. Researching 
for ideas for this Cross Current article. Regardless of my focus, several 
times I have come across the reminder of the importance of seeing.  

“Keep your eyes open. The Spirit will give us what we need. (Rev. Marcia 
McFee) 

Noticing – seeing – grace … makes all the difference. (Rev. David Lose) 

Seeing. Noticing. As we enter Advent we enter a time of waiting to see what our spirits most 
long for. The birth of hope. The birth of peace. The birth of joy. The birth of love. Perhaps 
seeing hope, peace, joy and love feels a bit more elusive this year. A bit more complicated.  
 
Complicated. But not impossible. For we know the story. We know that hope, peace, joy and love 
has already been birthed into the deep darkness of the world. We know the power of that 
birth. It sustains us yet today, if we let it. 
 
So, as we make our way through Advent, let us focus on seeing with the same inner, heart-level 
eyes that sustained an anonymous Jewish poet, who scrawled words of sight on a wall during 
the Holocaust. “I believe in the sun, even when the sun is not shining...” With those words 
reigniting our own inner, heart-level sight, let us move through the waiting of Advent to the 
celebration of Christ’s birth and all that it promises. And as we go through Advent, let us go 
“noticing grace, seeing goodness, paying attention to healing, stopping to take in blessing…
These are such small things…and yet make all the difference.”1 

 
Shalom, 

1 https://www.davidlose.net/2013/11/luke-17-11-19/ 

Advent Pastor’s Sunday School  
 

In 1741, John Wesley preached his famous sermon titled “The Almost Christian” in 
which he encouraged people to follow Christ wholeheartedly. We should not be satis-
fied with being almost Christian but rather strive towards being altogether a Christian. 
  
In Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience, author and pastor Magrey deVega 
leads a group of authors to explore how we can make the same commitment to 
Christ during Advent, connecting our Wesleyan heritage with the traditional Advent 
themes of Love, Hope, Joy, and Peace. We will examine the promises God offers to 
us, inviting us to claim those promises for ourselves this Advent and celebrate an al-
together Christmas. This study, led by Pastor Donnie, will begin on November 29th. 
On Amazon the cost of the book is $11. Donnie has funds to purchase the book for 
anyone who needs help. 
 
NOTE the change in start time! The class will begin at 11:00am.  



Page 3  December Cross Currents 

A Message from 
Pastor Donnie 

Since I’m unable to send each of you a Christmas card, I decided to have my Cross Current message this December 
be my Christmas card to each of you. 

As I think of traditional pictures that have been used for Christmas cards, I wonder if any of those pictures are as 
appropriate for Christmas 2020 as they have been in prior years. Will traditional pictures bring more harm than 
good as many of us have been experiencing isolation and disrupted Christmas family traditions? What picture 
should I use for this Christmas card? 

There are pictures of Christmas trees with lots of presents. There are pictures portraying happy families around a 
dinner table covered with food. We all remember pictures of Santa on his sleigh full of gifts being pulled through 
the sky by Rudolph and the rest of the reindeer gang. 

Traditionally, many pictures found on Christmas cards have had a religious significance based on Scripture. 
Pictures of nativity scenes, a bright star in the sky or, sometimes, angels scaring the heck out of some shepherds 
keeping watch over their flock. Whether pictures depict the shepherds with looks of horror on their faces or not, 
Scripture does say that they were terrified. 

Many Christmas card pictures are beautiful, and would surely bring joy to some of you. But I have chosen not to 
have a picture on my Christmas card to you. Not to prevent you from enjoying joyful pictures, but for you to see 
pictures in your own mind that bring you joy. If there are to be no pictures, what should my card contain? 

When I was a child, I remember opening the envelopes of Christmas cards, immediately removing the card from 
the envelope to see if it contained any money or a check. For those of you who received a hard copy of this Cross 
Current, there’s no need for you to look through its pages or on the floor to find the check I sent you. It’s not 
there. For those of you who are reading Cross Currents on your computer or phone, I did not make an electronic 
deposit into your checking account.  

I can sense your disappointment because my card contains no beautiful pictures or money. What’s left? All I have 
to offer is a few words from my heart to yours, beginning with where I didn’t find Christmas this year and where I 
did. This year, I didn’t find Christmas in a card with a beautiful picture on it or a card with money in it. I didn’t 
find Christmas in decorations, colorful lights or a Christmas tree. This year, I didn’t find Christmas by singing and 
listening to carols or Christmas Eve services in the church building. Though all these things still warm my heart, 
there’s something that warms my heart more. 

This year, I found Christmas within each of you. The Gospel of Matthew tells of an angel telling Joseph that Mary 
would give birth to a son, and He would be called Emmanuel, which means, “God with us.” I sense the presence 
of God through each of you. 

God’s presence comes to me through the words you speak, your acts of love, your faith in God through difficult 
times, and your trust in Jesus. I treasure the time we have spent together this year, mostly on the phone, but also 
on Zoom and in church. It’s not the same as it used to be. But amazingly, the presence of God you bring to me 
hasn’t diminished with the changes occurring around me.  

With brotherly love, here’s my Christmas message to you: “As you remember the birth of Jesus, may you find the 
Baby Jesus in places outside of His manger, places you have never found Him before. He came into the world in 
an unexpected way, at an unexpected place, at an unexpected time, and He still does so today. I send my love this 
Christmas to my brothers and sisters in Christ, thanking God for placing each of you in my life. Through Jesus 
Christ, may God’s gift to you mean as much to you as His gift means to me.”   

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul. (3 John 1:2) 

Donnie 



Annual Church Conference 
 
On December 1, 2020 we will gather to conduct the business of the church...virtually, of course. All are invited 
and encouraged to attend. Join this important annual meeting on Zoom, December 1st at 6:00pm. The link for 
the meeting is below. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83191496190?pwd=UGVpL1ZGNnZCRkNjOXpXOHdUdWFndz09 
 
Meeting ID: 831 9149 6190 
Passcode: 834235 

Blue Christmas Service 
  
The weeks and days before Christmas are supposed to be the happiest days of the year. But for many, 
they are not happy days. Some of us have lost family and friends to death. Others are facing health 
concerns while some are experiencing financial difficulties. And this year, due to the pandemic, more 
people than ever are facing loneliness, depression and other challenges they couldn’t imagine they would 
ever face. 
 
On December 21st at 6:30pm St. Paul’s UMC will be holding a Blue Christmas Service. This is not a 
service where we will wallow in our miseries. It is a service where we will acknowledge that just because 
Christmas is approaching, it doesn’t mean all is well.  
 
Join us in our livestreamed Blue Christmas Service, where you can come from wherever you are, 
physically, emotionally and spiritually, as we look to God seeking answers and guidance through 
Scripture as we are experiencing some dark days. (The link for the service is below.) 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84506120767?pwd=ak5MSCtyaFJoUTVwM01lNk9UazBEZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 845 0612 0767 
Passcode: 713557 
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 December Birthdays! 

1st 
Gerry Cooper 
Bobby Fowler 

 
2nd 

Judy Reither 
 

6th 
Spencer Holland 
Norma Pardun 

 
8th 

Tom Porter 
 
 

9th 
Lawrence Burnett 

Patrick Ford 
 

12th 
Wayne Mowery 

 
13th 

Sue Hilty 
 

15th 
Jaymie Pfahl 

 
18th 

Gayle Myers 

19th 
Doris Carroll 
Amy Kruse 

 
20th 

Barry Isaac 
J.B. Isaac 

Awana Stauffer 
 

23rd 
Bill Ewell 

Dick Woods 
 
 
 

24th 
Ginny Fredell 

Jeannie Gipson 
 

25th 
Linda Granger 

 

Michael & Barbara Newberry 
December 19, 1964 

56 Years 
 

Margaret & Tom Earle 
December 19, 1975 

45 Years 
 

John & Jackie Fletcher 
December 20, 1970 

50 Years 

James & Beth Ford 
December 21, 2017 

3 Years 
 

Bob & Donna Rickett 
December 27, 2019 

1 Year 
 

Bob & Sue Hilty 
December 28, 1963 

57 Years 
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Rake-Off Success 
 
This last Saturday, November 7th, the Board of Trustees held a “Fall Rake Off" day at St. Paul’s to 
clear up the annual leaf barrage on our grounds. The hard-working masked band of volunteers that 

appeared on that crisp and sunny morning had their temperatures taken, answered 
the COVID-19 health questions and loaded up 27½ plastic 55-gallon bags of leaves, pine needles, 
twigs, and sundry trash from all around the church.  They filled up the dumpster and still had a half
-dozen bags piled up outside the trash container.  And even though there were still copious 
amounts of leaves falling off those traitorous trees that hadn’t completed their autumnal shedding, 
the Board still considers the clean-up a rousing success.  

 
We want to thank all the hardy volunteers that participated. There are special accolades for John and Jackie 
Fletcher, who provided not only organization and supplies, but also drinks and sustenance. We had a total of 10 
folks aiding and abetting this endeavor:  Julie Becker, Margo Bowler, John & Jackie Fletcher, Georg Gehrung, 
Linda Griffin, Damon Raker, and Mark & Chris Rankin. Thank all of you so much. We appreciate you! 
 

The Board of  Trustees 

FAITH COMMUNITY HEALTH MINISTRY  

Funny about time and time passing. It seems like forever since March and yet it is hard to believe this article is to 
publish in the December Cross Currents. None of us have seen a year like this. Our person-to-person ministry to 
include the blood pressure clinic has obviously disappeared along with coffee and fellowship time. And notices on 
Bulletin Boards are not helpful.   

The city-wide Parish Nurse group resumed meeting via Zoom two months ago and I received a couple of flyers 
that I would normally post. But let me share the information with you all in this format. Penrose offers Free 
Cervical Screening and Testing through the Women’s Wellness Connection at Penrose Cancer Center. It is for 
women who have limited or no health insurance. The number to call at Penrose is 776-5548 or Peak Vista at    
344-6066 (for ladies 21-39).   

The second clinic is a Free Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening and Testing for women between the ages of     
40-64. Similar requirements of little or no health insurance or cannot afford the copay. Same telephone numbers.  
Please share the information with folks you know who might find this information helpful.  

The flu season is upon us and I know I have been nagging you all to get your flu immunization. It is essential this 
year of all others. My message is always, do it for the ones you love – you would feel terrible to not only get the 
flu yourself but give it to a family member that might get very ill or die. And COVID-19 plus the flu will be 
devastating.  

December celebrates National Handwashing Awareness Week!  The number ONE thing that you can do to 
prevent colds, flu and infections is as simple as listening to the voice of your grandmother. WASH your hands 
and encourage others around you to do the same!  

Sing Joy to the World while washing your hands this month! — Psalm 100:1 



Schedule  
of Weekly 

Online 
Events 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
6:00p Church 
Conference 

2 3 4 5 

6 
 
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 
 
3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 
 
4th Sunday of 
Advent 

21 
 
6:00p Blue 
Christmas 

22 23 24 
 
6:30p 
Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 
 
Christmas Day 
 
 

26 

27 28 29 30 31 
 

1, Jan. 
 
 

 

 Sunday 
  9:30a Worship 
10:30a Fellowship           
      Time 
11:00a Sunday   
       School 

 

 Monday  
6:30p Jubilee Bells 

 

 Tuesday 
        
 

 Wednesday 
 8:30a Bible   Study  
 7:00p Music Lessons 
  

 Thursday  
8:30a Coffee with the 
Pastor 

 

 Friday 
 
 Saturday  

2020 
December 



The CC deadline is the 15th of each month, unless otherwise noted. For 
more information contact the Church office at 634-7046. We reserve the 
right to edit and condense submissions for publication.  

St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

2111 Carlton Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO  80909 

Email: stpaulscs@comcast.net 

Grounded in Tradition, Growing in 
Faith 

Phone: 719-634-7046 
Fax: 719-634-4752 
Visit us on the web:  
stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org 

Place Label Here 

Christmas Eve 2020 

Come. Worship with us on the most Holy Night of the year at St. Paul’s Livestream Worship Service. 
We will welcome and worship the Love that was born at Christmas with word, music, prayer, Holy 
Communion and lighting our hearts and world with Silent Night.  

While there will be no in-person worship this year, you are encouraged to reach out to family and 
friends, wherever they live, and invite them to worship with you. The service will begin at 6:30pm on 
Zoom and Facebook Live. (You can even plan a watch party on Facebook! This is a great way to 
worship together even when you are unable to be together in person this year.) 

As you prepare your hearts for this different - though special - worship service, we suggest that you 
create a sacred space for worship. Set aside distractions. Gather near the Christmas Tree. Settle 
around your Advent Wreath. Light your space with candles or dim lights. Breathe in holiness as you 
worship. 

Let us welcome the Newborn King!  

Topic: Christmas Eve Service 

Time: Dec 24, 2020 06:30 PM  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89283297044?pwd=UmJhc3NYWHNWU3R3cm1aeVYwREcyUT09 

Meeting ID: 892 8329 7044 

Passcode: 839432 

Facebook: St. Paul’s United Methodist Church- Colorado Springs, CO 


