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Our Monthly Mission for November is Crossfire Ministries. We have the opportunity to help feed the
less fortunate in our community for Thanksgiving. They plan to feed 1400 families! Donations of
turkeys, hams, and whole chickens can be brought to the church with the last day being Wednesday
November 17th. Cash donations are always welcome. Make your check out to St. Paul's and put
Crossfire in the memo line.
We were so blessed at Crossfire to have met and shared lunch with your new pastor last month. We
welcome, Rev. Petty and family to the community. We are also so thankful for our partnership with St.
Paul’s and grateful for your prayers, donations, help and support. We are especially grateful to Lu
Petersen for being our champion and serving as an invaluable volunteer at Crossfire.
We are getting ready for Thanksgiving Distribution which will take place on Monday, Nov. 22nd. We are
making 1,400 Thanksgiving boxes filled with all the items needed for our families to cook a special
Thanksgiving meal. Our major needs are turkeys, chickens, hams but all the trimmings are greatly
appreciated.
We still need teen (especially boy’s) gifts for our Christmas Distribution on December 10 th. Some boy
gift ideas include beanies, wallets, handheld games, basket balls or volley balls, Axe body spray, ear
buds, decorative slippers, funky soaks, cologne, DVD’s, back packs, flash lights, jackets, hoodies,
unusual stuff. Some ideas for girls include jewelry, purses, make up, perfume, funky soaks, decorative
slippers, DVD’s, ear buds, jackets, hoodie, back packs, bath-manicure sets, room décor, unusual stuff.
We hope to be able to provide gifts for 1,200 children.
We are always in need of volunteers if you have time to invest in a worthwhile cause. We would love for
you to volunteer as a group or as individuals.
We are preparing for the move to our new building. We will open for service at our new facility on
January 4th. This past year we have been doing needed renovations on the Old Academy Carpet building
near Academy and Austin Bluffs, north and parallel to Harmony Bowl. We will not only be more than
doubling our space, but we will be on flat land. We hope each of you will be able to tour and see our
ministry on action in the new building.
~Crossfire Ministries

New front on building and
new grocery department
door

New thrift store door and
adjusted cement ramping

New racking system in the
warehouse
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November Cross Currents

“This is the Worst Christmas Ever.”
Many years ago, one of my relatives uttered these words. I don’t remember
exactly why. Perhaps they hadn’t gotten the present they were expecting, or
maybe things weren’t going as planned, but the rest of us who were there had to
chuckle a bit at the notion of “the worst” Christmas ever.
We were gathered with family under a solid roof in a heated home with food on the table and more to
spare in the fridge. Of the millions of things that could go wrong in the world, anything that made up
the “worst Christmas ever” must be far down on the list. This lack of gratitude for what they had and
frustration over unmet expectations were the chemicals in the mix to make this molecule of misery.
I know that Christmas is still a couple of months away and that this is the November newsletter, but I
thought it best to bring up this tale of woe to illustrate a point about gratitude; Not just appreciation
when things go our way, but gratitude for the little things.
Each day, most of us could pause and give thanks for a hundred things before lunchtime, but we don’t.
There are things we take for granted, but we would severely miss them if they were gone.
This month, my challenge to each of us is to find ways to be grateful more often. Beyond gratitude for
big and wonderful things in life, I’d like to learn to have a sense of appreciation for minor things.
My list today began with: running water, indoor plumbing, feet, socks, shoes, and heated buildings.
I believe that shifting toward more gratitude has the potential
to make a huge difference. It will make a difference in each
of our own lives and the lives of those around us.
So, what are you grateful for today?
Be a blessing this month.

Rev. David Petty

Family Christmas Event: Thank You to those who have brought in donation items…keep them
coming…PLEASE! Besides items we need volunteers on Friday, Dec 3; to help with food prep., serving
and clean-up (5:00-7:00pm), helping at the craft tables (5:30pm), and with general clean-up and take
down (7pm). A sign-up sheet will be on the Information table starting Nov. 7th or call Darlene 528-8702
to sign-up or if you have questions.
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A Message from
Pastor Donnie
For those of you who don’t know, last year I had two surgeries on my right ear to repair a perforated
eardrum. Unfortunately, neither surgery was successful. Surprisingly, having a hole in one of my
eardrums hasn’t had as much effect on my quality of life as one might expect. I do have some hearing
loss and a mild case of tinnitus (ringing in the ear).
Before both surgeries, my surgeon informed me that there was a nerve that affects my sense of taste that
was very close to where he would be operating. There was a possibility that the nerve could be damaged
during the surgery. After my first surgery my ability to taste was unaffected, but after the second surgery
something had changed, I could taste things that I touched.

It sounds weird, doesn’t it? Well, it is weird. For the most part when I touch something of a chemical
nature, I can taste it. Fortunately, the taste in my mouth doesn’t linger very long. I noticed it the first time
when I used a scented hand lotion. Immediately, I could taste the chemical used to give the lotion its
scent. I can also taste my deodorant when I apply it. As I said, my condition has a rather insignificant
effect on my life. I even still use scented products.
My purpose for sharing is to use the phenomenon with my sense of taste as a metaphor to describe
how, though we might be trying to do something good, we can unintentionally do harm.
For example, there are some tasks that I prefer to do myself, without any help. When I was a teenager
one of my chores was to mow the grass. Most of the time I enjoyed it. Like some of you, I always
performed the less desirable tasks first, such as mowing along the edges of the yard and around the trees,
leaving the easy task of mowing up and down the lawn for last.

One day after I finished mowing the front yard (which I hated) and going to the back yard (the easy part
to mow) only to find my father with our other lawn mower mowing up and down along the easy part of
the lawn that I had saved for last. Though his intent was to help me, his “help” made me angry. So angry
that I put my mower in the garage and let him finish the yard. Without realizing it, he ruined the
remainder of my day by thinking he was helping me.
During my second surgery my surgeon didn’t intend to damage the nerve that affected my taste as he
tried to repair the hole in my eardrum, but he did. Yet, after finding out what happened I wasn’t angry. I
believe the reason I’m not angry with my surgeon is because he discussed the situation and explained
the risks. Ultimately, the decision to have the surgery was mine. My father didn’t ask if I wanted him to
help me, he assumed that by mowing the back yard it would help me. Though his assumption was
totally rational, it was wrong.
As Christians, we all want to serve others, but we must be careful that that our words and actions,
though well-intended, don’t do more harm than good. I once heard that the road to hell is paved with
good intentions. Within my life I have paved not a road but a super highway of good intentions only to
cause harm I never intended.
The most effective way we can help others in my opinion is to ask them if there is anything we can do
for them, as opposed to deciding on our own what they need most. After all, when a waiter/waitress
comes to your table to serve you, they don’t tell you what you want to eat, they ask.
Because my surgeon talked to me before he operated on my ear, I wasn’t angry with him. However, I
was angry with my father because he didn’t first ask me if I needed help. Maybe a conversation with

Continued pg. 6...
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A Musical Note
November is often a time when we reflect on what we are thankful for, and the
many blessings God has bestowed upon us. Sometimes those blessings are in forms
of new jobs, family, a new opportunity, or something else personal and special to
you. As you all know, music, and specifically music in the form of worship or
adoration is something I am extremely thankful for. This fall celebrates my 8th
anniversary of starting my involvement in music ministry as a profession. Although
this will only be my 6th as a Director of Music Ministry, it is something that I have
been thankful for since 2014 when it all started back at Kavanaugh United
Methodist Church of Greenville, Texas, and Dr. Randall Hooper, Director of Music. If it wasn’t for that
opportunity I would have never even found my love for the profession that I want to be in for the rest of
my life.
It was an opportunity that started through a connection with the University I was attending at the
time. The Director of Choral Activities, Dr. Randall Hooper, happened to also be a Director of Music at a
church near the University, KUMC, which hired college students to share their gifts of music for
worship. It was singing in the Chancel Choir most weeks, but sometimes it was a brass quartet, a string
ensemble, organ duets, handbells, or even a full orchestra with choir and all. This opportunity made me
realize that God wanted me in the church, doing this exact thing, for as long as possible.
As you know, the rest is history, or else I wouldn’t be here, but the story does have a point. The
musical offerings that our church has had a history for: Sanctuary Choir singing at Carnegie Hall, Jubilee
Bells and their monthly performances in worship, a community chorus with members from our own
congregation involved rehearsing and performing at our church, and even children or youth singing, and
dancing in worship. Music and Arts has been a priority and excellent way for this church to show their
love for God in this congregation, and it is my hope that it will continue to have a healthy future!
When Gayle Grace and I first met, she told me this church had a real love and application for
music, and that it was a wonderful place to worship our God. I couldn’t agree with her more, and
another thing I am thankful for is the taste of that I have already experienced.
As you may have noticed, things have been a little different since the numbers in our county
started to spike, and infections in our congregation slowly began to arise. Although we were happy
about getting back to a “normal”, it seemed to fade so quickly, leaving many of us frustrated, or
concerned. Well my friends, the one thing I am still thankful for is the fact that we still can worship and
sing together. Yes, a mask may be suggested, and we may not get to sit crowded amongst each other,
but we still can meet, and can sing together. Those two things are wonderful blessings, and we need to
take advantage of those blessings, even if they aren’t everything we wanted.
During this season of thankfulness, I am thankful for you all, and the family Nathan and I have
found in your congregation. As the weeks go on I hear another story, or have another experience that
makes St. Paul’s more and more special to me. I cannot wait to see what the future holds for this
wonderful, and God loving church!
Lastly, if you feel like singing is something you’d like to do, or playing an instrument, dancing, or
even have interests in liturgical acting or drama, please email or call me so we can help each other share
those gifts for the glory of God, and for the worshipful experiences of our congregation.
Grace and Peace be with you all now and Always!
Dominick Nors
Director of Music Ministry
Dominick.Nors@gmail.com
(469) 999-4647
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Christmas Cookies
Cookie Monster here…we need
cookies for our Fellowship time
between the services on Christmas
Eve. When you are doing your Holiday
baking, please make an extra batch and
bring it in anytime, marked “Christmas
Eve”, or if you aren’t baking, cookies
from the store, are fine. Thank You for
helping us make our Christmas Eve
extra special.
If you need more information please
contact:
Darlene Woods at 719-528-8702 or
darlene.woods@q.com

UMW: The November 10th meeting of UMW will be a busy one.
We will be decorating Christmas Stockings for the girls at Future Bound and we will have a speaker on
the program that works with the Assistance League, to provide clothing to men, women and children
who must leave their clothes with the police as evidence.
We will be collecting clothing items to be donated to this program…there will be a box on the
information table (Sundays, October 31 and Nov. 7), if you would also like to donate some items for this
worthy program. Items could include sweatpants and sweatshirts, underwear, socks, in sizes for men,
women and children.
Our Nov. luncheon on the 10th is at Longhorn Steakhouse on S. Carefree and Powers.
If you need more information please contact:
Darlene Woods at 719-528-8702 or darlene.woods@q.com
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Continued from pg. 3...
someone we want to help is what they need most. Maybe knowing that someone loves and cares about
them is what is needed first. Then, even if we mess up somehow while we are trying to serve, we are
much less likely to cause harm.
May we live with humility, loving and serving God and our neighbors, listening before serving.

“You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger.”
James 1:19

~Donnie
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Dear St. Paul’s Family,
Thank you for helping us celebrate our 60th
wedding anniversary. The card shower was
amazing and we treasure each one.
We count each of you as one of our many
blessings.
Sincerely,
Willie and Carol Horst

Dear St. Paul’s,
Thank you for all the cards and expressions
of sympathy and contributions to the
memorial for Bob.
Also, thank you to the staff and everyone
who worked or donated to the reception.
We really feel part of the St. Paul’s family.
Mary Coutts and family

1st
Elaine Biever
3rd
Bryan Critchlow
11th
Clara Richter
14th
Larita Archibald
15th
Dianna Kite
16th
Dean Heikkila
20th
Kayla Bruce
30th
Nancy Gehrung

Sally Jo & Buzz Maisano
November 9, 1985
36 Years
Royce & Shirley Gipson
November 22, 1956
65 Years
Donald & Iris Lucke
November 23, 1956
65 Years
Chris & Mark Rankin
November 28, 1998
23 Years
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For those of you who know the power of reading a daily devotional during a season like advent or lent,
we invite you to help us in creating one for this year for Advent.
Sign up for your own day during Advent and you will be asked to respond with your thoughts on a
particular scripture. Write and submit your response and a brief prayer to be collected into an Advent
Devotional Booklet by November 18th.
We will also be recording people reading the devotions for our Facebook page! Please indicate on the
signup sheet if you would like to read your devotion or if you would be willing to be a reader for others.
November 28 - Scripture: Isaiah 40:3
November 29 - Scripture: Isaiah 52:7-9
November 30 - Scripture: Micah 5:2-3
December 1 - Scripture: Luke 1:16-17
December 2 - Scripture: Luke 1:46-55
December 3 - Scripture: Luke 1:68-71
December 4 - Scripture: Luke 2: 1-5
December 5 - Scripture: Luke 2: 6-7
December 6 - Scripture: Luke 2:12
December 7 - Scripture: Matthew 2:1-2
December 8 - Scripture: Matthew 2: 2
December 9 - Scripture: Matthew 2: 2-3
December 10 - Scripture: Matthew 2:10-11
December 11 - Scripture: Matthew 1: 20-23

December 12 - Scripture: Hebrews 8:1-2
December 13 - Scripture: Isaiah 64: 6,8
December 14 - Scripture: Galatians 4:4-5
December 15 - Scripture: Hebrews 2:14–15
December 16- Scripture: Luke 2:15-18
December 17 - Scripture: John 10:10
December 18 - Scripture: John 17:18
December 19 - Scripture: Isaiah 9:6
December 20 - Scripture: John 20:30-31
December 21 - Scripture: Psalm 27:14
December 22 - Scripture: Luke 2:11
December 23 - Scripture: Luke 1:78-79
December 24 - Scripture: John 18:37
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 Sunday

1

9:30a Worship
10:30a Fellowship
Time
11:00a Sunday
School

2

3

4
Veteran’s
Day
Slideshow
entry
deadline

5

10

11

12

Marine
Corps
Birthday

Veteran’s
Day

17

18

11:00a Line
dancing

6
Remember
to turn you
clocks
back!

 Monday

6:30p Jubilee Bells

(Sanctuary)
7:00p Vocal Fusion

(Choir Room)
7:30p Christmas
Chorus

(Sanctuary)
 Tuesday

6:30p Over Eaters
Anonymous
 Wednesday

8:30a Online Bible
Study
6:00p Cub Scouts

(Wesley House)
7:00p Sanctuary
Choir

(Choir Room)
 Thursday

7
All Saints
Sunday

8

9

10:30a Blood
Pressure clinic

15

11:00a Line
dancing

Veteran’s Day
Sunday

21

16

22

23

10:30a Blood
Pressure clinic

7:00p Nightingale
Trio

(Choir Room)
 Friday
 Saturday

19

20

26

27

Advent
Devotion
Entry
Deadline

(Waddill
Hall)

24

25

Office
Office Closed
closed for
Thanksgivin
g

(Waddill Hall)

9:30a Friendship
Bible Study

(Wesley House)

2:00p
Celebratio
n of Life
for Pat
Nanninga

(Waddill Hall)
14

28

29

30

First Sunday
of Advent

7:00p
Christmas
Chorus
Performance

11:00a Line
dancing

(Waddill
Hall)

13

9:00a
Hanging of
the Greens

The CC deadline is the 15th of each month, unless otherwise noted.
For more information contact the Church office at 634-7046. We
reserve the right to edit and condense submissions for publication.

St. Paul's United Methodist Church
2111 Carlton Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Email: stpaulscs@comcast.net

Phone: 719-634-7046
Fax: 719-634-4752
Visit us on the web:
stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org

Save your Pop Tabs
The Children’s Ministry has been called to
collect Pop Tabs to donate to the Ronald
McDonald House.
A jar will be placed in the Narthex on the
information table.

If you have any questions,
don’t hesitate to contact
Valerie Cox @ 660-2446 or
Valerie.cox29@outlook.com



Preachers Part

2



Message from
Pastor Donnie

3



A Musical Note

4





Christmas Chorus
Cookies
UMW

5



Family Christmas
Event

6




Thank you Notes
Special Days

7



Advent Devo Info 8



Calendar

9

