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August Monthly Mission: Assistance League 
 

Opportunity Awaits! You have an opportunity to help 
clothe children in need in El Paso county as they start 
back to in-person learning. 
 

The Assistance League of Colorado Springs is a 
nonprofit, all volunteer, philanthropic organization committed to 
improving the well-being of children and families through several 
programs: Operation School Bell (the focus for St. Paul's), Buddy Bear, 
Assault Survivor Kits (ASK) in cooperation with Memorial Hospital 
providing clothing and hygiene kits to victims. Assistance League is 
the only organization in Colorado Springs which provides this help. 
Sweet dreams is another program providing mattress/box spring sets 
to emancipated children leaving foster care along with sheets, pillow 
cases and towels. Some of these children have never had a bed of 
their own. The other two programs they sponsor are: “Can you hear 
me” and “Halloween Wishes”. 
 

As stated, our focus for August is Operation School Bell. It is also 
Assistance League’s major program. Operation School Bell provides 
new school clothing and hygiene kits to enhance self-esteem and to 
encourage regular school attendance. El Paso County public school 
staff refer children in need. Based on age, children are given an 
allotment for purchase at Kohl’s. Appointments are scheduled and 
some limitations are placed on what can be purchased. A volunteer 
helps with shopping and checkout to ensure adherence to guidelines. 
In the past year, 2321 children received clothing, aided by 76 
members of Assistance League. Students were from all 14 school 
districts in El Paso County plus one non-affiliated school; 205 schools 
were served.  
 

If you would like to participate in this mission, you may mail a check to St.  
Paul’s, drop it off or put it in the plate on Sundays in August, with the memo 
“August Mission: Operation School Bell. 

 

Thank you for your long term support of this mission. 
~Missions Committee  
“ I needed clothes and you clothed me….” “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for 
me.’” (Matthew 26:36a, 40) 
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E-mail: stpaulscs@comcast.net 
Like us on Facebook: St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church- 
Colorado Springs, CO 

Mission Statement 
The mission of St. Paul's United Methodist Church is to enable people to see the light, receive the light, 

share the light of Jesus Christ.  
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Thank you for the reception you have given my family and me as you have welcomed 
us into your community. As I learn about our history and begin to envision our future, 
I can't help but hear the words of an old familiar hymn. 

"I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together!  
All who follow Jesus, all around the world! Yes, we're the church together!" 

This wonderful sentiment of all of us being the church together sounds nice, like a Hallmark card or a bumper 
sticker. I’m excited to BE the church with the people of Colorado Springs and learn how you are already 
working to be the church in our community. I’m especially interested in learning how we work to be the 
church beyond just our building. I myself sometimes forget the 
wisdom of this first verse:  

"The church is not a building; the church is not a steeple. 

 the church is not a resting place; the church is a people." 

I shared the following convictions in my sermon on July 18th, but I 
felt it worthwhile to share them here as well.  

 Here are a few of my convictions about what we are called to: 

The role of a pastor is both to serve and empower the 
congregation. “I am the church, you are the church” 

As I think about the military background of Colorado Springs, I think about everyone who serves this country 
in military service. They are not asked to serve without equipment, tools, or training. When they serve in the 
military, they are well equipped! My role in ministry is not only to serve you and all of Colorado Springs but 
especially to EQUIP you to serve the people of our community and our world. So – what do you need? Let me 
know, seriously. Please, stop by my office, send me an email, and let’s talk about what you need to be well 
equipped to serve. 

We are ALL called to be in ministry. “We are the church together” 

This means that we are all called to be ministers. Some of us are called to ordained/sacramental ministry; some 
to hospitality; some to music; some to care for the sick. Each of us are blessed with unique gifts, and we are 
ALL called into ministry. 

Complacency was never an option. “The church is not a resting place” 

This is the hardest part. We all deserve a time and place 
of rest. God declared a sabbath for a reason! Our church 
building can be a place of sabbath and sanctuary, but 
our church people must be a people of action! What 
issues in our community can be bettered by our actions? 
How can we, as a community of faith, be change makers 
in our community? Nobody likes for the new pastor to 
shake things up, and there’s no reason to fix what’s not 
broken, but I can’t imagine God sent me here just to 
take it easy. There is good work to be done in caring for 
our community, and I know we are the ones to do it. 

Thoughts from Pastor David... 

Continued on pg. 6 



A Message 
from Pastor 
Donnie 

Many of you have probably gone on cave tours, I have done it several times and enjoyed them all. I remember 
seeing many beautiful sights, but what I remember most is the experience of being in total darkness when all 
the lights are turned off. It’s quite an interesting experience to be in total darkness, but over time, the darkness 
changes an interesting experience into an experience of misery.  

I found a January 2008 article on the website, dailymail.com, about an experiment where six people were 
placed in an old nuclear bunker, deprived of all light and sound for 48 hours. The purpose of the experiment 
was to observe how the extended absence of light and sound effects humans. 

One of the participants was the comedian Adam Bloom. Following are some observations of the scientists who 
conducted the experiment. 

“Eighteen hours into the experiment, Bloom began to get increasingly paranoid…by the time he had been in the 
bunker for 24 hours, Bloom's mental alertness was slowing down…his real troubles came 30 hours into the 
experiment…he had taken to pacing the room endlessly, behavior often seen in animals when they are kept in 
confinement…after 40 hours Bloom began to hallucinate. 

Later, after the experiment, Bloom spoke of his experience in an interview, “I felt as though the room was taking 
off from underneath me…I realized that the lack of stimulation was driving me close to insanity…I felt nothing 
but numbness, as though I was losing the will to live.” 

Then, Bloom spoke of an amazing transformation that occurred as a result of the experiment. As he approached 
the bunker where the experiment was to occur, he said, “The exterior (of the bunker) was all overgrown and the 
bunker was an eyesore. But when I left after 48 hours, I noticed how green the grass was, how blue the sky was 
and hundreds of yellow buttercups…even washing my hands under the tap was amazing. I made a vow that I 
would never not notice and appreciate my surroundings again.” 

All of us have had, or are currently experiencing, periods of isolation in our lives, periods of complete darkness 
when we feel we are going crazy. We can be overwhelmed by life, as we pace endlessly, not knowing what to do 
next. Life can become so difficult that we begin to lose our will to live.  

As many of you know, I am required by the United Methodist Church to take at least two classes a year to 
remain in good standing as a Local Pastor. This year, my classes were far more difficult than they have been in 
the past, requiring me to work many more hours than I was expecting. In addition, during the three-week interim 
between Pastor Leslie leaving and Pastor David’s arrival, I led our worship services. 

I reached a point, when I didn’t know if I could do all I needed to do. I wasn’t going crazy and I hadn’t lost my 
mind or will to live, but I was in a bad place. One day, almost in tears, I realized I was trying to do everything on 
my own. Without even knowing, I had left God out of the picture. I didn’t forget about the existence of God, but, 
for a while, I had forgotten about the peace God offers.  

At that point, I prayed, “God, I can’t do this alone. I’m in over my head and I don’t know what to do. I’m turning 
everything over to You. I am putting my trust in You completely.” Immediately after my prayer, everything 
changed. A weight was lifted from my shoulders. I experienced true peace. I was no longer living in darkness. 

My experience seemed similar to the transformation Bloom experienced as he was walking out of the bunker 
after the experiment had been completed. When he was no longer living in darkness, the light revealed beauty 
that he had not seen before experiencing terrible darkness. 

The most amazing thing about my experience is this, even though the weight was lifted from my shoulders, even 
after the peace of God surrounded me, my workload didn’t diminish in the slightest. Papers for school still 
needed to be written, as well as sermons, but I was able to move forward without experiencing stress and worry. 
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Communion 
 

St. Paul’s members- we need your help. If any of you know of anyone in 

our St. Paul’s family that is homebound, in a nursing home, or just not 

able to come to church for awhile please let me know their name and 

phone number. I will be happy to contact them and see if they would 

appreciate having communion brought to them. Lu Petersen, 597-2824. 
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FALL FELLOWSHIP DINNER GROUPS 
After not being able to get together for the past nearly 19 months, it’s finally time to resume St. 
Paul’s Fellowship Dinner Groups. Sign-up sheets for September, October, and November are 
located on the Information Table, or if you are not back to church in person yet, you may 
respond by e-mailing Evelyn Panos at ejpanos@aol.com or by calling Pastor Donnie at 896-0422 
or Linda Griffin at (808) 754-8915. Please include your name, address, phone number, and 
indicate whether you wish to be a regular member or an alternate (someone to fill in when a 
regular member cannot attend). The deadline to sign up is August 29th to allow time for the 
schedules to be prepared and ready for distribution by September 5th. 
  

For newcomers, this is how it works: groups of eight go out to dinner once a month and may go 
to the host’s home afterwards for conversation, dessert, and coffee. (Please note that when 
hosting, having the group to your home is optional.) The makeup of the groups will change 
each month, as do the hosts/hostesses. If possible, newcomers will not be asked to host for their 
first few months. This is a great way to get to know your St. Paul’s family better, especially if 
you are new to St. Paul’s or even if you are not, and we do have a lot of fun! 

mailto:ejpanos@aol.com
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Hello St. Paul’s. For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Rachel 
Ford, and I am the church Admin. I would like to regale you with the story of 

how my family came to be at the church. And why 
we need to fund our Children and Youth Ministries 
When my boys, James and Aaron, were 10 & 9 years 
old respectively, they told me they wanted to go to 
church. That is an “all right” moment. We went 
visiting churches from Catholic masses to Jewish 
synagogues and just about everything in between. 
Several churches had family members there and some did not. 
The boys chose St. Paul’s. They loved the people and the children’s 
programs. They participated in choir, bells, clean up days, 

VBS and youth group. Some of you remember when James preached for youth 
Sunday. He dressed up as the Easter Bunny for one of the 
Easter Fairs. Aaron played jungle gym for VBS. The two of 
them worked in the sound booth, helped with fellowship and 
potlucks. They baked pies with several of the church ladies for 
a fundraiser. Talent shows and special music have woven 
themselves through their church life here. My boys have more 
grandparents than they know what to do with! 
You all have always been there for my children and family, 
and I know I am not the only parent that is grateful to you for 
embracing them with all the love and warmth of a family. 
We never had extra money floating around when the boys were younger. In 
their teen years money got even tighter with sports and other high school 

activities. The church never let us down. You never asked us to give what we didn’t have and yet 
the programs were always there. 

The boys are grown now. James got married. He and Beth 
planned a wedding from two different states and drove 
numerous hours to have their wedding here. Now they are 
planning on driving out this Christmas to have their 
daughter, Daisy, baptized here. Aaron moved away and has        
come back for a while and asked if he could help in the 
sound booth again. They may have gone on a different road 
that led them away from home, but they keep returning. You 
have impacted their lives.  

 
I am asking you to help the church now by giving a bit extra, on top of 
your regular giving, to fund our children’s and youth ministries. You 
can write a check with “Children & Youth Ministries” in the memo line, 
or write it on your offering envelope. You can donate online through 
the church’s website. For those on Facebook we are working towards 
getting a donation button. Your donations will pay for our Nursery 
director and for the very programs that led my boys and our family to 
stay at St. Paul’s. Thank you for your generosity and all the years of 
supporting us. 

Rachel Ford 
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It is my belief that the peace I experienced was even more intense because I traveled through a dark valley first. 
Sometimes, the world looks more beautiful after experiencing difficult times than they did before. 

I’m sharing my story because I know that some of you are going through difficult times, times much more 
challenging than what I recently experienced. I learned that I must take my hands off the wheel and allow God to 
take control, and so should you if you haven’t already. Ponder who is in control of your life. You might be like 
me when I didn’t even realize I hadn’t placed my trust in God. Don’t wait. Pray to God now, at this very 
moment. Tell God you are tired and weary and can’t continue without help.   

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.”  Philippians 4:7 

Pastor Donnie 

...continued from pg. 3 

A good church is a blessing to its community. “The church is the people.” 

What if our church (building or community) vanished overnight? Would the loss sadden the surrounding 
neighborhood or would they celebrate the new development opportunities forthe space? I believe that the 
church is at its best when it blesses the neighborhood, community, city, state, country, and world in which it 
occupies. 

I hope you’ll sing it loud and proud with me:  YES! WE'RE THE CHURCH TOGETHER! 

I am so grateful to be in ministry with you here in Colorado Springs. May God bless our time in ministry 
together and the people we serve. 

 -- 

Rev. David Petty 

...continued from pg. 2 
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FELLOWSHIP TIME IS BACK!  
Please come downstairs after church and let’s “catch up.” As we resume our after-church 
time together things will be done a little differently. There will be servers for all food and 
drinks.  To make this flow the food and drink tables will be arranged a little differently, 
but the welcome is still there. 
A new opportunity for helping is coming as we form Hospitality Teams to be servers and 
do clean up for Fellowship Time. Each Team will do one month, you can sign up on more 
than one team! This gives you the option of joining the team (s) that best fit your 
schedule. Teams will be responsible for serving food and drinks during Fellowship Time 
and clean-up afterwards (This will take 10-15 minutes). 
There is a sign-up sheet on the Information Table so please help out and sign up for at 
least one month of helping out. Your willing hands are gratefully appreciated. 
Blessings, Darlene Woods 

Hospitality has always been one of the 
cornerstones of our St. Paul’s 
community. We are starting to come 
together for worship, classes and 
fellowship, but in some areas in different 
ways… this leads to thinking of new 
ways to express our Hospitality. The 
Hospitality Committee currently consist 
of 3! We would welcome some additional 
members to our Committee as we work 
to make the Hospitality of St. Paul’s 
even more welcoming. If you would be 
willing to serve in this area, or have 
questions please call Darlene Woods, 
528-8702 or e-mail at 
darlene.woods@q.com  

mailto:darlene.woods@q.com
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1st 

Mary Porter 
2nd 

Betsy Meikle 
4th 

Mark Horst Jr. 
7th 

Jeremie Pfahl 
10th 

Craig Fink 
Diane Shearer 

11th 
Janette Bell 

12th 
Dean Biever 

13th 
Lisa Mowery 

15th 
Mark Patzke 

16th 
Chuck Miller 

17th 
Susan Peters-Rizk 

25th 
Jackie Fletcher 

Mike & Jaymie Pfahl 
August 4, 2001 

20 Years 
 

Jayne & John Gnadt 
August 5, 1989 

32 Years 
 

Pastor Donnie & Daphne Sturgill 
August 9, 1980 

41 Years 
 

Nancy & Georg Gehrung 
August 11, 1967 

54 Years 
 

Craig & Sandy Clark 
August 13, 1966 

55 Years 
 

Pastor David & Amberly Petty 
August 14, 2009 

12 Years 
 

Nancy & John Butler 
August 15, 1970 

51 Years 
 

Marje & Rodger Erickson 
August 16, 2008 

13 Years 
 

Darlene & Woody Woods 
August 16, 1968 

53 Years 
 

Ethan & Laurie Gabriel 
August 23, 2000 

21 Years 
 

Bob & Dixie Barnes 
August 28, 1960 

61 Years 

August 



Schedule of 
Weekly Online 

&  
In-Person 

Events  

 Sunday 
  9:30a Worship 
10:30a Fellowship           
      Time 

 

 Monday  
6:30p Jubilee Bells 
7:00p Barbershop         
Chorus 
7:00p Vocal Fusion 

 

 Tuesday 
     6:30p Over Eaters                

Anonymous 
 

 Wednesday 
 8:30a Wednesday 

morning Bible 
Study  

 6:00p Cub Scouts 
 7:00p Sanctuary 

Choir in Rm 107 
  

 Thursday  
9:30a Friendship      
Bible Study 
7:00p Nightingale    
Trio 

 

 Friday 
 
 Saturday  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:30a First 
Sunday of 
Fellowship 

2 3 
11:00a Line 
Dancing 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 
1:00p 
Worship 
Committee 
6:00p 
Finance 

13 4 

15 16 17 
11:00a Line 
Dancing 
 
6:00p 
Church 
Council 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 
7:00p Vocal 
Fusion is 
back! 

24 25 
7:00p  
Choir 
Practice 
resumes 

26 
6:00p 
Trustees 

27 28 

29 30 31 
11:00a Line 
Dancing 

    

2021 
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The CC deadline is the 15th of each month, unless otherwise noted. For 
more information contact the Church office at 634-7046. We reserve the 
right to edit and condense submissions for publication.  

St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

2111 Carlton Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO  80909 

Email: stpaulscs@comcast.net 

Grounded in Tradition,  
Growing in Faith 

Phone: 719-634-7046 
Fax: 719-634-4752 
Visit us on the web:  
stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org 

Place Label Here 

Calling all Bell Players (or those who would like 
to)! We will be losing 5 players by the end of 
next month and would love to have you join us. 
“I’ve never played bells” – we can teach you; 
“I’m not good at reading music” – again we can 
teach you. We meet on Monday evenings from 
1830 – 1930 in the sanctuary and rehearse the 
next month’s piece and the one for the following 
month. We play the 3rd Sunday of every month. 
So come on out this Monday and see 
if you like it! You can contact me at 
woody.woods7@gmail.com or by text 
at 719-510-4762 with any questions. 

mailto:woody.woods7@gmail.com

