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Vacation Bible School is back! We are already making preparations for the best
VBS St. Paul’s has ever had. The setting is in the colorful canyons and
sunbaked trails of the southwest. Children will gain a “grand-new” perspective
as they explore God’s awesomeness to help them to build a rock-solid faith for
the road ahead of them.
Some of your donations will pay the registration fee for families who need
financial assistance. Other contributions will cover the cost of the light suppers
that are provided each day for children and volunteers as well as the many
supplies that are needed to help make this year’s VBS a week to remember.
This year, VBS will go from July 25 through July 29 from 5pm – 8pm. This
event is for children ages 3 through those who have completed 5th grade.
There are also positions for youth to help with the event. The curriculum is
appropriate for all denominations and non-denominational churches. Be sure
to pass on the word to anyone you know with children, including people who
are willing to volunteer. There will more information in the near future. Any
financial support will be appreciated as we share the love of God to children
who are the future of the church.
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Connection.
This week as I was travelling, I thought about people and how connected we all are. As I was
waiting for my flight in Denver, I wondered how many feet had walked in the same footsteps
where I had walked. How many cups of coffee have crossed the same countertop? How
many people have sat in the same seats where I sat and watched the time tick away as they awaited their
connecting flight?
We live in a universe of infinite connection where each molecule of water could have been a cloud, a lake, a
raindrop, a drop of sweat and a crying teardrop.
All things are connected.

This month the Global Methodist Church is splitting off from the United Methodist Church. While some people
are choosing to leave a denomination where they no longer feel connected, the rest of us are left to reconnect a
denomination with stronger connections than ever before. Our churches and congregations must choose to band
together because of and beyond our connectional systems and we must connect relationally and interpersonally.
Let us consider what it means to be truly connected – to rely on one another, to seek connection in study,
compassion, devotion, mercy, justice, and worship. In the Gospel of John, the author recalls a time when Jesus
prays to God that those who believe might be one.
I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us,[f] so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The
glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one (John 17:20-22)
So while we may be grieving the loss of connection with some of our siblings in Christ who have chosen another
way, let us celebrate and embrace just how truly connected we are. Let us celebrate that we can come together
across churches, across denominations, and sometimes even across religions and we can collectively be grateful for
our relationship with God.
One of my favorite exercises in gratitude is to give thanks for a connection. Start with a cup of coffee and give
thanks for the person who made it. Give thanks for the person who delivered the beans, the people who roasted
them, the people who built the coffee shop, the managers who operate it. Give thanks for the company that
supplies the cups, napkins, and paper goods. Give thanks for the delivery drivers. Etc.
If we start with just a shred of gratitude, we can multiply it exponentially until we are grateful for nearly the whole
world.
This month, I am grateful for this newsletter and for my connection to you through it. May we live as a connected
people and may we find gratitude for the many ways we are connected through our interactions, our systems, and
our lives. Let us be one. One is spirit, one in worship, and one in the God who made us all.
Blessings to you. May you be a blessing to all your connect with.

-David Petty
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May Cross Currents

What a wonderful time was had by all at our Palm Sunday Potluck! This was our first potluck since September of
2019 and it was so good to be together again. Thank You to all who stayed to help with the cleanup.
A big Thank You to the April Hospitality helpers: Laura Altman, June Cornish and Carolyn Sherman. You were
great ladies. We will be doing sign-up for June through Sept. in May. Helping at Fellowship is a great way to serve
St. Paul’s.

We want to publicly acknowledge the gift given to the
Jubilee Bells by Bryan Critchlow and Judy Laux. They
funded the complete refurbishment of the 5-octave set of
bells (a task sorely needed).
The only problem with this is that Jubilee Bells needs more
members to fully play the entire set. Anybody who is
interested in playing or learning to play is welcome. Based
on the interest we will be holding at least two separate workshops during the summer that will
include: Music Reading; Bell Playing; Bell Symbols and what they mean. Our first performance of
the Fall Season will be September 18th and I know that I would love to see all the bells used. I’m
sure the congregations would love it too.
There are three categories of people that I am interested in: Former Bell Players; those who are
Interested; and those who are Curious. You can contact me at 719-510-4762 (text or voice) or
woody.woods7@gmail.com. My hope is that the Lord will provide so many additional players that
I have to hold 3 or more workshops during the summer. Again – Thank You to Bryan and Judy
for this wonderful gift.

~Woody Woods
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Our May 11th meeting will include a presentation by Sam Milam the
Development Director for Ronald MacDonald House. If you are looking for
a place to volunteer Ronald MacDonald House offers a variety of
opportunities. Sam will be talking about the ways in which we can serve. One
of the ways groups or individuals can volunteer is by going to Ronald
MacDonald House and preparing the dinner meal for the families who are
staying there. St. Paul’s UMW ladies are cooking dinner for the residents on June 30th.
Our Summer plans are as follows, Please plan on joining us :
June 8th – Lunch, location TBA
July 9th - Breakfast, 10 am, Wade’s Café, Academy Blvd.
August 10th – Dinner, Longhorn Steak House, 4:30 pm, Barnes and Powers
If you have questions, please contact Darlene Woods at 719-528-8702 or Darlene.woods@q.com.

We are having another Keenager’s gathering on May 11th at 11:45 am. As always, you will be served a delicious
lunch and hear a fascinating presentation by Carolyn Sherman. Carolyn will share her story of a 40-year quest to
find the maker of a Victorian crazy quilt that she inherited. She will talk about the amazing quiltmaker as well as
the beautiful needlework on the quilt. If you are fascinated by quilting, embroidery, or genealogy, you won’t want
to miss this program!
You can call, text, or email Donnie to make your reservation… (719) 896-0422, pastordonnie@gmail.com. The
deadline for reservations is Sunday, May 8th. The cost is $9 per person.
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Please call Evelyn at 719 282-3816 or e-mail at ejpanos@aol.com no later than May 14th if you plan to attend, OR
you can sign up on the sheet on the Information Table. This event is for all regulars and alternates, and you may
bring a guest if you would like, but please check with Evelyn before inviting someone. We want to make sure we
don't exceed the capacity of the room that is reserved for us. Hope to see you there!

Saturday, May 21st
9:00 – 12:00 A.M.
Gather up your

Gloves, Rakes, Shovels, Leaf Blowers, Brooms
Don’t have any? We do!

(It’s not this bad)
Join the Trustees of Saint Paul’s for a fun-packed time Sprucing up YOUR church.
Trustees will provide the Coffee and Donuts. Hope to see all of you there on the May 21st.

Communion
St. Paul’s members- we need your help. If any of you know of anyone in our St. Paul’s family
that is homebound, in a nursing home, or just not able to come to church for awhile please
let me know their name and phone number. I will be happy to contact them and see if they
would appreciate having communion brought to them. Lu Petersen, 597-2824.
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Carolyn Myers & Dick Woods
May 1, 2009
13 Years

Becky & David Hall
May 21, 2011
11 Years

2nd
Carol Horst
Jeanette Oberhofer
3rd
Brian Marsh
Caleb Williamson
4th
Tom Earle
6th
Cathy Bell
Stan Chamberlain
8th
Jorja Horst
9th
Scott Kruse
Donita Nelson
12th
Dominick Nors
15th
Susan Cox
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Margo Bowler & Twinkle
Gordon
May 21, 1973
49 Years
Mark & Jorja Horst
May 22, 2004
18 Years

17th
Brenda Walsh
18th
Paul Fredell
21st
Doug Coffee
23rd
James Barrilleaux
Julie Coffee
Kristina Kafka
Susan Kindell
Don Staudte
25th
Bobbie Stribbling
Christine Sturgill
28th
Jen Baker
31st
Julie Becker

Dick & Anne Sater
May 27, 1957
65 Years

Dean & Elaine Biever
May 31, 1963
59 Years
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May
Sun

Mon

Tue

2022

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
Mother’s Day

9

10

11

12

13

14

6:00p Finance
10:30 a
(Zoom)
Mother’s Day
Brunch
(Waddill Hall)

5:00p Delta
10:00a
Kappa
UMW
Gamma
(Waddill Hal) 11:45a
Keenagers

15

16

17

 Sunday

9:30a Worship
10:30a Fellowship
Time
4:00p Youth Group
 Monday

6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p Jubilee Bells
7:00p Vocal Fusion
7:30p Barbershop
Chorus

18

9:00a Vocal
Fusion
Recording
(Sanctuary)

19

20

6:00 Church
Council
(Zoom)

 Tuesday

11:00a Line Dancing

21
9:00a All
Church
Clean Up

 Wednesday

8:30a Wednesday
morning Bible Study
5:30p Exalt!
6:30p Sanctuary
Choir
 Thursday

9:30a Friendship
Bible Study
 Friday
 Saturday

22

23

Youth/Grad
Sunday

1:00p
Worship
Committee

3:00p Vocal
Fusion Concert

29

24

30

31
No Line
Dancing

25

26
6:00p
Trustees
(Sunday
School
Room)

27

28

The CC deadline is the 15th of each month, unless otherwise noted. For
more information contact the Church office at 634-7046. We reserve the
right to edit and condense submissions for publication.
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Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Email: stpaulscs@comcast.net

Phone: 719-634-7046
Fax: 719-634-4752
Visit us on the web:
stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org

Grounded in Tradition,
Growing in Faith

Vocal Fusion presents

May 22nd
at 3:00pm
at St. Paul’s UMC

