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Mission Statement
The mission of St. Paul's United Methodist Church is to enable people to see the light, receive the light, share the light of Jesus
Christ.

Thank you St. Paul's United Methodist friends
for partnering with us at Crossfire Ministries to
Rev. David Petty
help provide services to people in need in our
Senior Pastor
community.
We are now settling into our new building and
Pastor Donnie Sturgill
Associate Pastor
seeing great and wonderful things. More and
more people every day are taking advantage of
Rachel Ford
Administrative Assistant/
our updated and increased services which we are
Treasurer
now able to offer. No longer do they have to
Dominic Nors
fight for parking on a steep hill but they can take
Director of Music Ministries
advantage of our one level flat parking lot with
Woody Woods
plenty of spaces. They are able to use carts without fearing them rolling down
Director of Jubilee Bells
the hill. No longer are they jammed into a small space where frustrations and
Stephanie Shorden
tempers flare. We witness so much more peace as they can move along the
Organist/Accompanist
spacious space at their own pace, similar to shopping in a regular grocery store.
Valerie Cox
Seeing the abundance and quality and realizing there is plenty for everyone,
Nursery Director
they don’t feel so much pressure and greed to get more than the next guy. They
can now easily access hygiene items and Bibles as they journey through the
Dominick Nors
Custodian
area. They are able to register for a store credit to use in our new and beautiful
Thrift Store where they can get needed clothes and other household items.
Tamara Lowe
Financial Secretary
The community is also becoming more aware that we are a high quality
Thrift Store, so we are beginning to see more thrift store shoppers. We
How to Reach Us
2111 Carlton Avenue
welcome you to come and shop at our Thrift Store which is open Tuesday,
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 10:00 to 3:00.
(719) 634-7046
We are beginning a new phase of programs geared toward education. We
www.stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org
have opened our building to the Children's Literacy Center. We are
E-mail: stpaulscs@comcast.net
Like us on Facebook: St. Paul’s United
beginning classes in Cooking Matters. We hope to add many more classes
Methodist Church- Colorado Springs, CO
such as budgeting and financial management. We see our building becoming
a hub for educational growth in our community.
More and more people are realizing that they when they donate to Crossfire they are contributing to a wor thy
cause. Financial donations are greatly appreciated with which we can obtain life giving food and hygiene resources
to bless families, continue to support and add programs, and help off-set some of the build ing remodel costs.
Donations of Bibles, clothes, household goods, hygiene item are also greatly appreciated.
Come see us at 3975 N. Academy Blvd., and you will be astonished at what God has done. We would gladly take
you on a tour to see the incredible things in our new building. Call Leslie at 719-447-1806 ext. 102 to arrange a
tour. We are on the east side of Academy and a half a block south of Austin Bluffs Parkway. We are in the second
row of business behind the row of businesses that affront Academy. We are two businesses north of Harmony
Bowl.
St. Paul's Staff
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Siblings in Christ,
From the longer hours of winter and the uncertainties of lent, we will emerge
during April as an EASTER people. We look forward to celebrating the
resurrection of Christ with our own hope in life everlasting and our assurance in Christ that there
is life beyond death and light beyond darkness. Whatever you have been through and wherever
you are in life’s journey, God’s love and light are available to you. You do not have to live in the
darkness.
I remember having conversations over the years about the boundaries of God’s forgiveness, grace,
and love. Often someone will ask “If a person does XYZ, would God still forgive them? Are they
still welcome in the church?”
The idea of radically abundant forgiveness goes against everything in our human mind. I think
most people assume that God’s love and forgiveness exists, but that there are limits beyond which
God’s love is not made available. Jesus doesn’t just come for the forgiveness of our small missteps
or the times we’ve barely gone astray. Jesus comes that ALL people may have life. ALL people
can experience grace. ALL people are beloved by God. Jesus comes for those who have been on
the wrong path their entire life and those who have just recently made mistakes. He comes for
those who feel unforgiveable and unlovable. He comes for those on the margins who have been
rejected and cast out. The power of Christ’s death and Resurrection is for ALL of us.
Our congregation’s commitment to the surrounding community, to feeding people on a regular
basis, and for teaching and preaching the Good news of Jesus Christ, is a testament to that radical
unconditional, unchanging love of God.
I hope you join us this year for the journey through all of Holy Week, from Palm Sunday’s
celebration of Christ’s triumphal (yet paradoxical) entry into Jerusalem, to the Wednesday UMW
dinner recognizing Prayer and Self-Denial, to the Good Friday service where we confront the
realities of Christ’s death on the cross.
But the story isn’t over yet.
JOIN US for Easter Sunday as we celebrate the resurrection through our Easter Morning Worship
at 9:30 with orchestra, choir, Easter egg hunt for kids, Easter fair for families, and so much more.
Join me this Easter to celebrate the resurrection and the power it represents for all of us. May God
bless you for the rest of this Lenten season and for the Easter of unending joy that is to come.

Rev. David Petty
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April Cross Currents

As I write this newsletter, my 2-week vacation will begin in 8 days. When you
receive your newsletter, I will be back at the church. I’m looking forward to a
couple of weeks off. Isn’t it amazing how rejuvenating it is to have some time
off? But why can it be difficult, even if we need a rest, to set aside some time for
ourselves?
One of the major reasons for not taking time off, I believe, whether it be from
work, volunteering, or maybe from some of our weekly or daily responsibilities,
is because of guilt. It seems in our current culture some of us need to be given
permission to take care of our own needs, even for a short period of time such as
a day or even an afternoon, and still, we can feel guilty for doing so.
Why is this? I have a couple of theories. Many of us grew up in a culture where
there was the expectation that we need to work, work, work. Whether we grew up
on a farm or in a large city, the mantra was work.
Even our Christian faith can cause us to feel guilty for thinking about our own needs. Over and over we hear,
“Feed the hungry, work for justice, help the sick…” The all-encompassing message can come across that, as
Christians, we are to save the world.
Certainly, we are called to be disciples of Christ and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ around the world.
Yes, we are called to love and serve God and our neighbors, which requires sacrifice, but how much does God
require us to sacrifice? Should we feel guilty if we don’t spend every waking hour working for God?
The Apostle Paul sacrificed his life for Christ, but few of us will need to die in service to God. Back in the first
three centuries of the early church, many of those early Christians misunderstood sacrifice. Christians were
persecuted within the Roman empire because of their faith. At that time, it was an honor to be martyred for
your faith. Followers believed that their death was the greatest way they could serve God.
Then, in 313 AD, the Roman emperor Constantine decreed that Christians were free to follow their faith.
Constantine later became a Christian himself; some would say in word only. You would think that all the early
Christians would have been happy that it was no longer illegal for them to practice their religion, but wasn’t
the case for many of them.

Actually, as strange as it might sound, some Christians had difficulty when their religion became legal because
they could no longer be martyred for their faith. Yes, they were willing to die for Christianity, but for all the
wrong reasons. Maybe they liked the idea of publicly showing the world the extent of their faith by dying for
it. Maybe some of them even felt guilty because they hadn’t died earlier.
How many times do we say what a good example Jesus is? He healed the sick, ate with sinners, faced the
corrupt religious leader, and spent a lot of time teaching. But when we read scripture, we find that Jesus also
took time to be alone to pray and meditate. He also set aside time to spend with friends. Jesus was a very busy
man. Yet, He took breaks from His busy schedule. I know, Jesus did die because of His faith in God.
Unfortunately, He needed to die to be resurrected in order to save us. I understand that though we are called to
bare our own cross, it is unlikely that we will die on one.
The point of this article is that even though we are to live our entire lives in service to God, does it mean that
that we can’t rest? No. Our bodies and minds need rest. For crying out loud, even God took a day off after He
created the universe!
As I spend time to rest, I’m going to strive to feel guiltless for not working at the church. There will be plenty
of work waiting for me when I return, but I will be rested and in better condition, both physically and mentally,
to all that God calls me do. Go and do likewise.
Hebrews 4:9-11
9

So then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God; 10 for those who enter God’s rest also cease from
their labors as God did from his. 11 Let us therefore make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one may fall
through such disobedience as theirs.
Hebrews 4:9-11
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A Musical Note:

April will be an exciting month for music at St. Paul’s! Not only will the Jubilee Bells
play, and the Chancel Choir sing as normal, but on Good Friday the Chancel choir will be
singing a special rendition of Theodore Dubios’s 5th Word from the 7 Last Words of Christ
with guest organist, Cynthia Hibbetts, a processional with palms and special anthem with
organ on Palms Sunday, and on East Sunday we will sing a three movement work by Dan
Forrest “Te Deum” for Orchestra and Choir, but that's not all, the hymns will also be
accompanied with brass and organ! The music department has been working hard lately to
lift up our gifts in worship, even if the weather has had something
against the choirs for weeks (ha ha!).
I want to once again remind you that the choirs are open to anyone who wants to
give them a try, loves to sing, and is willing to work with others! Exalt is meeting at 5:30 pm
which is a smaller chamber choir singing harder SATB music, and Sanctuary Choir is
meeting at 6:30 pm and sings anything from 2-part mixed to SATB music providing most of
the music in worship. If you have been thinking about coming back, or giving it a try, now is
the time! If you have any questions please feel free to email me at
dominick.nors@gmail.com, or give me at call at (469) 999-4647.

APRIL FAITH COMMUNITY HEALTH MINISTRY

There are several health topics that are important to review for the month of April. One topic is the necessity of
having your health care decisions made before a moment of crisis! St. Paul’s has had several workshops in the past
on this topic. The important fact is to have those documents updated as your health conditions change. As well,
younger adults often do not have any documents prepared as they believe they are healthy and have no need for
preparing for a health care event. That is not true and legal cases you see in the news usually involve a younger
adult. Having Health Care documents naming your wishes is a gift to your family, so they are not tasked with
trying to figure out what you wish. In April, I will bring several documents and information pamphlets placed on
the information table should you need to pick up either information or documents. Putting your wishes in writing
brings peace of mind to families.
April is also Child Abuse Prevention Month and April 1st is the day to WEAR BLUE to support this cause.
Individuals and organizations across Colorado are joining forces and promoting the well-being of all children.
Invite your friends, family or even your office to join you and take a photo of people WEARING BLUE and post
on your favorite social media site.
On a fun note, for April remember the Pretzel Custom or “Little Arms for Lent”. Little arms crossed in prayer
(pretzels to us moderns!) were first made by the Roman Christians hundreds of years ago out of flour, salt, and
water as a food to be eaten on fast days. They were called braceliae (little arms). Germans call them Brezeln, from
which the word pretzel has come. In Luxembourg, the fourth Sunday of Lent is Pretzel Sunday, and, on this day,
elaborately decorated pretzels are exchanged by friends and sweethearts. Only in our own century have pretzels
become a familiar round-the-year snack. In many places in Europe, pretzels are served only from Ash Wednesday
to Easter, thus keeping the ancient symbolism alive. It is fun to imagine how to decorate a pretzel!
~Barbara Newberry
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UMW article:
The ladies of St. Paul’s United Methodist Women invite you to a special dinner and program on the Wednesday of
Holy Week, April 13th. A soup and bread supper will be served from 5:00-5:30pm with “The Call to Prayer and
Self-Denial” program to follow at 5:30pm. This program is an annual program for United Methodist Women
around the world and for this year we want to share this time with all the members of St. Paul’s. So please plan on
joining us.
Our summer plans we set at our March meeting and include: A POTLUCK PICNIC on Wednesday June 8, 11:30
am at the home of Darlene Woods, 3875 Dolphin Circle, 80918.
Saturday, July 9th we will meet at 10am at Wade’s Café for breakfast
August 10th, Wednesday, join us at 4:30pm at the Longhorn Steakhouse, Barnes and Powers for our end of
summer dinner.

Easter Fair
Easter Sunday is April 17th, and following the
service please come to Waddill Hall to participate
once again in the annual Easter Fair. There will be
new Lego activities for several age groups, t-shirt
designing for all ages, many Easter themed crafts
and of course, BABY CHICKS. As always,
everyone is welcome: grandparents, parents,
children, church members and community friends.
Easter is a day of celebrating and what better place
to extend the celebration than at church, with
church and community friends?

Hospitality:
Thank You to Bob and Donna Rickett and Tom and Mary Porter for being the March Hospitality Team.
The April and May Hospitality Teams sign up is on the Information Table. We look OK for April but I can use
some more help for May. It doesn’t take long…usually about 15-20 minutes to do the clean up at the end of
Fellowship time. Please contact Darlene Woods at 719-528-8702 or darlene.woods@q.com

Communion
St. Paul’s members- we need your help. If any of you know of anyone in our St. Paul’s family
that is homebound, in a nursing home, or just not able to come to church for awhile please
let me know their name and phone number. I will be happy to contact them and see if they
would appreciate having communion brought to them. Lu Petersen, 597-2824.
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Doug & Julie Coffee
April 18, 1981
41 Years
Rachel & Patrick Ford
April 19, 1997
25 Years
Emerson & Susan Bowman
April 19, 1986
36 Years

1st
Don Zimmerman
2nd
Rusty Lindell
3rd
Daphne Sturgill
Kim Looney
4th
CLM Twinkle Gordon
5th
Rachel Ford
7th
Dick Sater

8th
Laurie Gabriel
Ruth Horton
Rachel Petty
9th
Anne Sater
11th
Carol Lindell
12th
Georg Gehrung
14th
Madge Burbach
15th
Linda Patzke

20th
Kailey Cox
21st
Art Gibbens
26th
Jeanne Marsh
Scott Mowery
27th
Marje Erickson
30th
Daisy Ford
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2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

 Sunday

9:30a Worship
10:30a Fellowship
Time
11:15a Sunday School
4:00p Youth Group

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

 Monday

6:00p Cub Scouts
6:30p Jubilee Bells
7:00p Vocal Fusion
7:30p Barbershop
Chorus

3

4

5

6

7

5:00p Lenten
Supper
NYLT Training

 Tuesday

6:30p Over Eaters
Anonymous

 Wednesday

8:30a Wednesday
morning Bible Study
5:30p Exalt!
6:30p Sanctuary
Choir

10

11

12

13

DKG

5:00p
6:00p
7:30p Good
1:00p
Call to Prayer Finance
Friday Service Scouts
and Self Denial Committee
Soup and
2:00p
bread Lenten
Dress
Dinner
Rehearsal
for
Cantata

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

Palm Sunday
Service and
Palm Sunday
Brunch

 Thursday

8:30a Coffee w/
Pastor
9:30a Friendship
Bible Study
5:00p Pub Theology
w/Pastor
7:00p Nightingale
Trio
 Friday

17

14

15

16

Easter Sunday
Service
Easter Fair

 Saturday

24

6:00p
Trustees
Meeting

The CC deadline is the 15th of each month, unless otherwise noted. For
more information contact the Church office at 634-7046. We reserve the
right to edit and condense submissions for publication.

St. Paul's United Methodist Church
2111 Carlton Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Email: stpaulscs@comcast.net

Phone: 719-634-7046
Fax: 719-634-4752
Visit us on the web:
stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org

Grounded in Tradition,
Growing in Faith
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