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The Mitten Tree will be 
placed in the Narthex for 
your offerings of hats, 
scarves and gloves. 

 The mission focus for January is our local soup kitchen run by Catholic 
Charities of Colorado.  These folks help provide hot nutritious meals 365 days 
a year to anyone who comes to their doors, free of charge. The meals are 
nutritionally balanced as they know that for many it is their only meal of the 
day.  So, the meals include an entrée, several side dishes, fruit and green 
salads , bread and dessert.  Beverages such as tea, coffee and milk are provided 
-  if available.   
That is where St. Paul’s would like to step into the  picture.   We would  like to 
provide some of those beverages by asking you  to donate coffee, sugar, 
creamer, boxed tea bags and hot chocolate mixes during the month of 
January.  If you are tired of shopping after the Christmas season, checks are 
always welcome.  Please donate to this very worthy cause as the Holy Spirit 
leads you.  A warm cup of coffee cradled in the hands of some person is a 
small but wonderful gift.   
 
Thank you,  
Your Mission Committee. 

We will be collecting coats for 
Springs Rescue Mission. A box 
will be located in the narthex. 
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January is always a great time to press the “reset” button for whatever needs resetting in      
your life.  This is the time of year when many of us make New Years resolutions, sign  
up for gym memberships, start new programs, and recommit ourselves to a well- 
planned life.  A few years ago, I remember setting a “Vision for 2020” in January.  
At the time, I had no idea what the rest of 2020 had in-store for all of us.  The  
best-laid plans were pushed aside and all of us were forced to adapt.  The church 
has been adapting to changes in society for millennia.  From the adaptation of leaving 

Egypt, a splitting Roman empire, and the birth of the printing press, to the invention of radio, TV, and the 
internet, we are anything but static in our approach to serving God and sharing the Gospel with the world.  We, 
the followers of God, have been adapting to new ways of living in community, new ways of sharing the message of 
Christ, and new ways of showing up to serve the least, the last, and the lost. 
So, my questions for us in this new year are this: What are we willing to change?  What will we take on?  How will 
we continue to adapt?  How will the message of the Love of God break through the barriers of last year and burst 
forth into this new year? 

Believing that God’s love will burst through the barriers of the past into the bright and shining future, what part 
are we to play in this breakthrough?  How will we clear the way?  How will we prepare? 

Moments after writing this letter, the trees at the church uprooted in the winds.  Perhaps there are ways our own 
lives have felt uprooted in the winds of change.  How will we adapt? 

Join me in January on a Journey of exploration as we Restore, Renovate, and Recommit ourselves to a disciplined 
life in Christ. 

 

 

-Rev. David Petty 
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Happy New Year! When I was a kid back in the 60’s, there was a television show, The 
21st Century which appeared on CBS from 1967 to 1970, and was narrated by Walter 
Cronkite.  

The show was an attempt to satisfy the population’s obsession with wanting to know 
what the future was going to be like. How Far Off Were The Predictions Of 1967’s Home 
of the Future? is an article written in January 2013 from the consumerist.com website. 
The article contains Walter Cronkite’s description of the 21st century kitchen, and 
how his prediction missed the mark. 

“Preparation of a meal in the 21st century could be almost fully automatic,” says 
Cronkite of the kitchen in which meals made from “frozen or irradiated foods” are 
programmed into a menu that is “given to the automatic chef via typewriter or 

punched computer cards.” The robotic chef would then get the necessary ingredients, put them together and 
microwave the entire thing “in seconds.” 

It gets better.  Rather than having to fetch plates from the cupboard, instantly molded plastic plates, cups, and 
saucers are dispensed right onto the table. “When I’ve finished eating, there will be no dishes to wash,” explains 
the venerated newsman. “The used plates will be melted down again, the leftovers destroyed in the process and the 
melted plastic will be ready to be molded into clean plates when I need them next.” 

The article doesn’t describe my kitchen 22 years into the 21st century, how about you? If we are honest with 
ourselves, to varying degrees we all have a desire to know what the future will be like. It’s a fun mental exercise 
that can be taken too far when our obsession with the future diminishes our ability to be in the present. Focusing 
too much on the future can interfere with how we live as Christians in the present.  

Walter Cronkite’s kitchen of the future described a kitchen that required little to no work regarding the preparation 
of meals, including setting the table and cleaning up after the meal. It appears to me that the objective of designing 
such a kitchen was to minimize or eliminate the need for humans to work in preparing the meals that they ate.  

Cronkite’s kitchen of the future never came into existence, but I wonder even if it had, would we have liked it? 
The joy that many experience preparing and serving a meal would be gone. The experience of family and friends 
working together to set the table and cleanup after the meal would be gone. The joy of eating leftovers, that 
sometimes taste better than when they were first prepared, would be gone. In so many ways, Cronkite’s kitchen of 
the future would destroy the ability of humans to serve each other. 

As Christians we must be sure to focus more on serving others in the present, than focusing on going to heaven 
after we die. Scripture describes heaven as a wonderful place. I’m confident that scripture’s description of heaven 
is much more accurate than Walter Cronkite’s description of the kitchen of the future.  

Cronkite’s vision of the future kitchen was doomed from the beginning because it lacked the opportunity of 
serving each other, just as our lives are doomed if we don’t live lives in service to God. Heaven is a gift from God 
that we will open one day. Living Christian lives is our thank you note that we give to God before we open God’s 
gift to each of us. In this new year and beyond, let’s commit our lives to work as we wait instead of just waiting. 

 

We love because God first loved us. 

1 John 4:19 

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into 
the joy of your master.’ 

Matthew 25:23 

A Message from 
Pastor Donnie 
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Sermon Q & A 
 
Have you ever had a question for the pastor after hearing a sermon? Have you ever wanted to explore the topic 

of a sermon in more detail? Have you ever believed that the pastor was wrong about something in the sermon? 

Beginning January 9, every Sunday after fellowship time, all who have questions for the pastor about the sermon 

will have the opportunity to engage in conversation. Join us each Sunday for Sermon Q & A. This gathering will 

be different from what most people think of Sunday school. It will be more of a roundtable format where all 

questions and conversation is welcome and no one has all the answers Join the conversation in person or on 

Zoom. Who knows where the conversations will take us? 

January Birthdays! 

2nd 
Marie Moran 

Jenifer Williams 
6th 

Lu Petersen 
8th 

Karen Staudte 
13th 

Katye Reese 
15th 

Irene Hiestand 
Jon Reimer 

16th 
Willie Horst 

18th 
Debbie DeLaney 

Steve Wernli 

22nd 
Nancy Aksland 

24th 
Michael Newberry 

25th 
Dixie Barnes 
Jackie Ewell 

John Fletcher 
Jeri Martin 

26th 
Barbara Newberry 

30th 
Bill Morr 

 
 

Mark & Linda Patzke 
January 28, 1994 

28 Years 

Annual Church Conference has been rescheduled for January 30th at 11:00 am ish. 
 
The Conference will be at the church with Zoom for folks who would like to listen in. There will not be a 
capability to have Zoom participate at the meeting. 

Please join the Worship Committee in undecking and cleaning our Christmas Decorations on January 
8th at 9:00 am.  



Schedule of 
Weekly In 
Person & 
Online 
Events 

 Sunday 
 9:30a Worship 
10:30a Fellowship      
    Time 
11:00a Sunday   
    School 

 

 Monday  
6:30p Jubilee Bells 
7:00p Vocal Fusion 

 

 Tuesday 
     
 

 Wednesday 
 8:30a Wednesday 

Morning Bible   
   Study  

 6:00p Cub Scouts 
 7:00p Sanctuary  

   Choir 
  

 Thursday  
9:30a Friendship   
   Bible Study 
7:00p Nightingale 
   Trio 

 

 Friday 
 
 Saturday  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 
9:00am 
Undecking 
of the Halls 

9 
 
Adult & 
Children’s 
Sunday School 
resume 

10 11 12 13 
 
6:00 p 
Finance 
Committee 

14 15 
Cory 
Rickett 
Memorial 
Service 

16 
 
Pulpit 
Exchange 

17 
 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
 
Office is 
closed 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 
6:00 p 
Trustees 

28 29 

30 
 
11:00a Church 
Conference  

31      

2022 



 Pastor’s Part 
 Special Days 

2 

 Message from 
Donnie Sturgill 

3 

 Up Coming 
Events 

4 

 Calendar 5 

The CC deadline is the 15th of each month, unless otherwise noted. For 
more information contact the Church office at 634-7046. We reserve the 
right to edit and condense submissions for publication.  

St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

2111 Carlton Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

Email: stpaulscs@comcast.net 

Grounded in Tradition, Growing in 
Faith 

Phone: 719-634-7046 
Fax: 719-634-4752 
Visit us on the web:  
stpaulsumc-coloradosprings.org 

Place Label Here 


